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Apostle of peace Rajiv Gandhi was blown off into pieces of flesh by a human

bomb on the 21st of May, 1991, registering the tragic and unfortunate incident

as one of the most cruel assassination’s attempt that was successfully carried

out by one of the most dreaded terror organization of the world, the Liberation

Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). The humble, soft spoken and people friendly

Rajiv who was more like a brother to all than a leader, sacrificed his life for the

sake of million people’s dream. Perhaps his intentions were noble and pure that

he wanted to be friendly to every Indian fellow citizen and thus he didn’t stop

any individual ever who wanted to meet him personally on any venue. Perhaps

this goodwill gesture cost him his life.Rajiv was more a technocrat than a polit-

ican. His vision of introducing technology in the lives of people did wonders. He

wanted the people of this sub-continent to connect with each other.

Communication was there on the top of his list of priorities. In 1984 Rajiv Gandhi

called his friend Sam Pitroda from the United States of America and asked him

to be his technology advisor and helped him in bringing a revolution in the field

of telecom in India.Mr. Pitroda not only heralded the telecom revolution in India,

but also made a strong case for using technology for the benefit and betterment

of society through several missions on telecommunications. He continued to

redefine the role technology can play in a society like India by linking it to bet-

ter delivery of services for the underprivileged in the nation for which the credit

goes to former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.After communication, computer lit-

eracy was the other area where Rajiv Gandhi took keen interest . Computers

were introduced in the schools across India and computer science as a subject

was soon inducted into the syllabus so that students from an early age become

accustomed to the use of machines called computers.Rajiv Gandhi was instru-

mental in pushing the use of computers in many core industries in India. Though

The Indian Statistical Institute in Calcutta acquired the first computer in India

around 1955. By 1972, there were 172 computers in India, and three-fourths of

these were made by the IBM. In 1977, the Indian government refused to allow

more than 50 percent ownership by foreigners of any company operating in the

nation. IBM refused to sell majority ownership of its Indian operations, and was

thus forced to leave India.Then in 1984, the then Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi,

changed government policies to encourage an indigenous microcomputer

industry in India. Imports were liberalized, and international standards were fol-

lowed by Indian computer manufacturers so that their products could compete

more effectively in the global market.To make advancements in the field of

Space technology and promoting Entrepreneurs were part of Rajiv’s mission

and dream. Rajiv wanted the youth of nation to work as an entrepreneur and

provide jobs to skilled and semi-skilled workers living in the society.He wanted

to end the dependency of youth on the governments for getting employment

and better earnings. He promoted and helped the genius scientists of the nation

working in the field of space technology and Defense for the security of the

nation. Rajiv wanted to see India standing ahead in the top ranks when it comes

to nation’s defense and satellite ownership.Rajiv’s journey was short but mean-

ingful. In his brief stint as the prime minister of the nation, he worked untiringly

for the development and progress of the nation. He took several bold decisions

that included reducing the voters’ age to 18 from 21 and to end the Licence raj

that can be dubbed as a master’s stroke from the great leader.His absence from

the Indian political scene is badly missed by all and sundry. Whenever we use

computer and technology in our daily life, we fondly remember you Rajiv. The

nation will always remember you for all the good you have done and gifted to

the people of this great nation.
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Giving the ‘Right to Vote at 18’

was the biggest gift to the Youth

from Rajiv Gandhi
Agency. Rajiv Gandhi was a visionary

leader. He knew that one day youth

will play an important role in econom-

ics and political landscape of not only

India but of the world. Today, his vision

has turned into reality. Most of the

major powers have turned to economy

as the driving force and symbol of a

superpower.China is considered as

emerging superpower for its economic

might and so is India. Population is

one such an important asset among

various resources that are required to

achieve and maintain the status of

superpower. Japan,China and many

other countries face an ageing popula-

tion. Whereas India has the distinct

advantage that it has a young popula-

tion and it continues to grow for the

next three decades.

Young population plays an important

role both in economic and political

arena. For economic growth, young

population is needed as it provides

workforce that is vital for running the

industry.As per Internationa Monetary

Fund (IMF) India has the potential to

achieve an additional 2% per capita of

the GDP growth for the next few

years.Today,youth is the new guiding

force which is making India’s democ-

racy vibrant and influencing policy for-

mulation. More than half of India’s

population is below 25 years of age.

Youth is vocal on social, cultural and

politcal issues of India. They express

their views with confidence and

demands accountability.

Rajiv Gandhi provided the right

launchpad to the voice of youth. In

1988, Rajiv Gandhi took a major deci-

sion when he went for a Sixty-

one constitutional amendment to

lower the age of voting in India

from 21 years to 18 years of age

so that a large number of young

voters can participate in the

electoral process. He believed

that at 18 years of age a person

takes an important decision

regarding his career options

which impacts his future.

Therefore, Rajiv Gandhi had put

faith in the ability and wisdom of

young Indians.

He gave them power to dream

and participate in building the

type of India that they aspire.

Today, youth has many aspira-

tions and sometimes a discon-

nect between the government

and citizens become apparent.

But Rajiv Gandhi was quick to

read the pulse of nation. He

beileved that there should be

policy of engagement with

youth.

Rajiv had the quality to connect

with youth with ease and win the

trust by listening to their

demands with love and compas-

sion. Today, we can see that

most of the political parties in

India are now focussed to get them on

bandwagon. To win their votes they

are willing to dole out freebies like lap-

tops,tablets etc. Clearly, Rajiv Gandhi

was well ahead of time and he knew

that the future of India lies in the

power of youth.


